


 

 

KNOW YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS:  
EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND CHECKS 

9 What is a background check?  
 Employers often hire companies to conduct arrest and conviction history background 

checks as part of the job application process 
 What shows up on a background check report depends on the type of background check  

 
9 What are the different types of background checks? 

¾ Background Checks by the Government 
o Applies to: 

� Jobs with a government agency or involving a government contract; or 
� Jobs that require a government-issued license or a security clearance; or 
� Jobs working in hospitals or health facilities; or 
� Jobs working with children, seniors, or people with disabilities 

o You will be fingerprinted (aka “LiveScan”) 
o Background checks by the government could include your full arrest and conviction 

history record 
 

¾ Background Checks by a Private Company 
o Applies to most jobs with private companies (Best Buy, Target, Lowe’s, etc.) 
o Employers must get your written permission before running a private background check 
o Background checks by private companies are not allowed to report: 

x Arrests that did not lead to convictions  
x Convictions older than 7 years 
x Convictions that have been set aside and dismissed  (aka  “expunged”) 
x Cases where you successfully completed a diversion program  
x Certain marijuana convictions 

 

 

9 Why should I request a copy of a background check report?   
 Many background check companies make mistakes 
 You have a right to have the company fix any incorrect or unlawful information  
 You may have a claim for money damages if the background check report violates the law  

 
9 How do I get a copy of a background check report? 

 Check the box  when you give permission for the background check, there will be a box you can 
check to request a copy. If you check the box, the employer must provide you with a copy 

 If  you  don’t  request  a  copy  and  you  are  denied  the job after a background check, you can contact 
the employer or background check company for a copy 
 

For more information, call us at (415) 814-7610 or 
visit our website at www.lccr.com/re-entry.php 

 

       For background checks by private companies, ALWAYS request a copy of the report 
 


